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Dear Friends: 

 As most of you return from enjoyable 
summer vacations, I want to spotlight a few 
snapshots of the GI Division over the past year. 
For 2008-2009, we welcome five newly recruited 
faculty members (Drs. Denise Kalmaz, Bernd 
Schnabl, Pradipta Ghosh, Nedret Copur, and 
David Owens) who will enhance our clinical, research, and teaching missions. With 
these recruitments, the Division now has 40 clinical and research faculty. Clinically, 
the Division has nearly doubled its productivity over the past 5 years, and combining 
our clinical sites now does over 12,000 procedures annually. For the upcoming year, 
we anticipate faculty growth in the areas of advanced procedures, hepatology, the 
VA, and research. Our research mission continues to grow, and a multitude of re-
search publications are listed in this issue from members of the Division. Competing 
for federal and private sources for grant support has been fruitful for Divisional 
members, and recent awardees include Drs. Martina Buck, Mario Chojkier, Pradipta 
Ghosh, Barbara Jung, Sam Ho, John Carethers and Lars Eckmann. The Division ob-
tained its first ever Digestive Disease Center grant. Educationally, the Division wel-
comes five new GI fellows, who are briefly highlighted in this publication, and who 
replace 5 recently graduated fellows, also highlighted in this publication. We eagerly 
await the results of our recent Residency Review Committee visit for the continued 
accreditation of our excellent training program. Dr. Tom Savides was awarded this 
year’s annual Teaching Excellence Award from the GI fellows, and also named the 
2008 UCSD Physician of the Year. Dr. Kim Barrett was named an “Outstanding Women 
in Science” by the AGA, and Dr. John Carethers was elected to the American Society 
for Clinical Investigation. The Division coordinated a very successful All-University of 
California DDW Reception, and photos from that event are shown in this publication. 
What a year it has been! 

 I anticipate this current year to be as fruitful with the Division implementing 
a number of changes to continually improve our clinical delivery system, our re-
search growth, and our education mission. Please have a look at our newly updated 
web site at gastro.ucsd.edu. 
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The Gastrointestinal Function Laboratory at UCSD uses state-of-the art equipment to diagnose simple to complex 
disorders of GI motility and physiology.  The laboratory has a rich history with patient care as well as an association 
with current and past researchers in GI Physiology at UCSD, including Joseph Rinaldo, Joseph Steinbach, Charles Code, 
and Jon Isenberg.  The following are some of the testing offered at the UCSD GI Function Laboratory: 

High-resolution esophageal manometry is an extremely patient friendly technique to study esophageal motor function 
and dysfunction. This state of the art methodology utilizes 36 pressure transducers to map the entire esophagus in col-
orful plots that is highly sensitive in detecting motor function and dysfunction. 

High Frequency Catheter Based Ultrasound Imaging of the Esophagus: Several studies show that primary motor dis-
orders of the esophagus are all associated with hypertrophy of the esophageal muscles and ultrasound imaging allows 
for early detection of muscle hypertrophy. Ultrasound imaging is probably the most sensitive technique for detecting 
esophageal motor dysfunction, and can be extremely useful where routine testing does not provide a clear diagnosis. 
The ultrasound catheter is 1mm in diameter and is extremely patient friendly and tolerable when placed in the 
esophagus. 

Bravo pH recording of the esophagus – this is a wireless pH monitoring system of the esophagus and captures esophag-
eal for 48 hours in patient’s own home environment without patient having to wear a nasal catheter. 

Smart Pill – UCSD will acquire this unique system that measures gastric emptying, small bowel transit and colonic tran-
sit in a most patient friendly manner. The patient swallows a capsule that records and sends pressure, pH and tem-
perature signal telemetrically to a recorder device worn by the patient. 

Breath-testing for H. Pylori, lactose intolerance and bacterial overgrowth are available. 

Anorectal manometry to study the sensory and motor functions of the anal canal and rectum, using state-of-the-art 
recording systems, is available. 

Anorectal 3D-US imaging: using a transducer placed on the perineum is available. This technique allows visualization 
of the anal-sphincter complex in 3 dimensions. Unlike endoanal ultrasound, there is no need for the US transducer to 
be inserted into the anal canal and therefore is an extremely patient friendly test. 

Biofeedback therapy for the treatment of fecal incontinence and constipation is available. 
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Ravinder Mittal, M.D. is Professor of Medicine and Director of the Gastrointestinal 
Function Laboratory at UCSD.  For a quarter of century his research has focused on 
the motility of the gastrointestinal tract, specifically with regards to sensory and mo-
tor function of the esophagus. Dr. Mittal has pioneered the study of esophageal motil-
ity using ultrasound imaging, which has revealed novel physiology on the longitudinal 
muscles of the esophagus. Some recent publications highlight the translational nature 
and clinical relevance of his work: 

 

Korsapati H, Babei A, Bhargava V, Mittal RK. Cholinergic stimulation induces asynchrony be-
tween circular and longitudinal muscle contraction during peristalsis. American J. Physiology 
2008; 294:G694-8 

Babei A, Korsapati H, Bhargava V, Zheng W, Mittal RK.  A Unique Pattern of Longitudinal Muscle 
Contraction during Transient Lower Esophageal Sphincter Relaxation Gastroenterology 2008; 134
(5):1322-31 

 

For the last 7 years, he has expanded his research interest to the physiology of pelvic floor muscle. A 
multidisciplinary team that includes urogynecology, radiology and neurology are making important new 
advances in the field by using novel techniques, such as three dimensional ultrasound imaging, Magnetic 
resonance imaging and high definition anal manometery. 

 

Jung S, Pretorius D, Weinstein M, Nager C, Den Boer D, Mittal RK. Vaginal High Pressure Zone 
Assessed by the Dynamic 3-Dimensional Ultrasound Images of the Pelvic Floor. Am Journal of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 2007;197:52e1-7 

Jung S, Pretorius D, Weinstein M, Nager C, Den Boer D, Mittal RK. Anal canal closure mechanism 
in women: assessed by the 3D ultrasound imaging. Diseases of Colon and Rectum, April 2008 
June;51:932-9 

                                         Director: Ravinder K. Mittal, M.D. 

   Lab Nurses: Debbie Den Boer, RN 

                          Debbie Orban, RN 

            Staff Scheduler: April Flores 

 

For Clinical Consulting Dr. Mittal, Contact  Margery Lewis at (858) 657-7265 

For GI Function Testing Appointments, Contact April Flores at (619) 543-6834 
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The Pre-DDW Symposium: Advances 
in Esophageal Pain coordinated by 
Ravinder Mittal, MD, Professor of Medi-
cine, was held on May 16, 2008 at the 
Moores Cancer Center. Many of the 
world’s experts on Esophageal Pain 
spoke at the Symposium and provided 
current research and treatment meth-
ods. 

The UCSD GI Division, along with the 
GI Divisions at UCLA, UCSF, UC Davis 
and UC Irvine held a All-UC Reception 
during DDW on the USS Berkeley, part 
of the San Diego Maritime Museum.  
More than 500 attendees were present 
at the May 18, 2008 reception. 

 

 

 

For 2008,The GI Division Graduated 5 
Fellows who were honored at the annual 
Graduation Ceremony.  The latest Gradu-
ates are; Pradipta Ghosh, M.D., Denise 
Kalmaz, M.D., David Owens, M.D., Erik 
Van Kleek, M.D., and Laura Yun, M.D. 
Drs. Ghosh, Kalmaz, and Owens have 
joined UCSD as faculty, Dr. Van Kleek 
joined a GI practice in Portland, OR, and 
Dr. Yun  doing a 4th year focused on IBD 
at the University of Chicago. 

The GI Division welcomes the following 
new fellows for 2008—2011: Ingrid Gon-
zalez, M.D. (Mass General), Ben Cohen, 
M.D. (Mt. Sinai), James Lin, M.D. 
(University of Michigan), Mamie Dong, 
M.D.  (UCLA), and Marianne Fahmy, 
M.D. (UCSD). 

 

The GI Division welcomes the following 
new faculty for 2008:  Denise Kalmaz, 
M.D., Pradipta Ghosh, M.D., David 
Owens, M.D., Nedret Copur, M.D., 
and Bernd Schnabl, M.D.   Dr. Copur 
joins UCSD from Tulane, and Dr. 
Schnabl joins UCSD from Columbia Uni-
versity, and Drs. Kalmaz, Ghosh and 
Owens came form UCSD. 

Barbara Jung, M.D., Assistant Profes-
sor of Medicine, will serve as the As-
sistant Director for Career Develop-
ment for the Physician Scientist Train-
ing Pathway. 

Andrew Bain, M.D. GI Fellow, was ac-
cepted to the Crohn’s & Colitis Founda-
tion of America Visiting Fellow Pro-
gram.  The Visiting IBD Fellow program 
accepts qualified gastroenterology fel-
lows for a one-month rotation at a 
leading IBD center.  

Horacio Jinich, M.D., Clinical Profes-
sor of Medicine, has recently become a 
Fellow of the American Gastroen-
terological Association. 

Samuel Ho, M.D., Professor in Resi-
dence, was named a Fellow of the 
American College of Physicians. 

Martina Buck, M.D., Assistant Adjunct 
Professor of Medicine, Received a K22 
NIH Award entitled “Heptocellular Car-
cinoma and Hepatitis C: E2 Molecular 
Mechanisms,” for 2008-2011. 

 

 

Derek Patel, M.D., Assistant Clinical 
Professor of Medicine, received an 
Academy of Clinical Scholars Grant 
Award.  The Grant provides funds to 
enhance clinical projects. Dr. Patel’s 
will focus on IBD at UCSD. 

Thomas Savides, M.D. Professor of 
Clinical Medicine, received the 2007—
2008 Teaching Excellence Award from 
the GI Fellows. 

Mario Chojkier, M.D., Professor of 
Medicine in Residence, received a 
renewal  to 2013 on his NIH R37 grant 
entitled “C/EBP beta Signals Hepato-
cyte Proliferation and Survival.” 

John Carethers, M.D. , Professor of 
Medicine and Chief of the GI Division 
gave the GI  Leonidas H. Berry  Memo-
rial Lecture at the National Medical 
Association annual meeting July 29, 
2008 in Atlanta, GA. 

Thomas Savides, M.D., Professor of 
Clinical Medicine, was named by UC San 
Diego Medical Center the 2008 Physician 
of the Year for his commitment to health-
care, both in the hospital setting and 
throughout the community.   

Barbara Jung, M.D., Assistant Professor 
of Medicine, was awarded a Clinical And 
Translational Science Award (CTSA) for 
her research entitled “Bard1 Splice Vari-
ants and Colon Cancer Metastasis,”  for 
2008-2010. 

Michael Scharl, M.D., Visiting Post-Doc 
in Kim Barrett’s, Ph.D., Lab, was 
awarded an GRG/AGA Fellow Travel 
Award that was presented to him at the 
May 2008 DDW in San Diego. 

Denise Kalmaz, M.D., Clinical Instruc-
tor, was awarded the inaugural Fellow-
ship Program Director’s Award at the 
2008 Fellows Graduation, in recognition 
of her outstanding commitment to the 
Fellowship Program.  

Awards & Honors…. 

Division Highlights…. 

UCSD Division of Gastroenterology 



Recent Division Publications…. 

Carethers JM. Systemic treatment of advanced colorec-
tal cancer – tailoring therapy to the tumor. Ther Adv 
Gastroenterol, 1:33-42, 2008 

Grady WM and Carethers JM. Genomic instability and 
molecular pathogenesis of colorectal cancer. Gastroen-
terology 2008, (in press) 

Ramamoorthy S, Luo L, Luo E, Carethers JM. Tobacco 
smoking and risk of recurrence for squamous cell cancer 
of the anus. Cancer Detect Prev 2008. (in press) 

Savides TJ. EUS-guided ERCP for patients with interme-
diate probability for choledocholithiasis: is it time for 
all of us to start doing this? Gastrointest Endosc. 2008 
Apr; 67(4):669-72.  

Ghosh P, Garcia-Marcos M, Bornheimer SJ, Farquhar MJ. 
Activation of Galpha-i3 triggers cell migration via regu-
lation of GIV. Journal of Cell Biology. 2008 Jul 28. 

Barrett, KE. Successfully navigating the tenure process. 
AGA Perspectives. 4: 10, 21, 2008. 

Keely SJ, Baird AW, Skelly MM, O’Donoghue DP, and  
Barrett KE.  Bradykinin regulates human colonic ion 
transport in vitro. Brit. J. Pharmacol., (in press). 

Dann SM, Spehlmann ME, Hammond DC, Iimura M, Hase 
K, Choi LJ, Hanson E, Eckmann L. IL-6-dependent mu-
cosal protection prevents establishment of a microbial 
niche for attaching/effacing lesion-forming enteric bac-
terial pathogens. J Immunol. 2008 May 15;180(10):6816-
26. 

Hofmann AF, Hagey LR. Bile Acids: Chemistry, Patho-
chemistry, Biology, Pathobiology, and Therapeutics. 
Cell Mol Life Sci. 2008 May 19.  

Loomba  R, Rowley A, Wesley R, Smith K, Liang TJ, 
Pucino F, and Csako G. Hepatitis B immunoglobulin and 
lamivudine reduce hepatitis B related morbidity and 
mortality post-liver transplantation: Meta-analysis. Clin 
Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2008 June. 6(6):696-700 

Loomba  R, Rowley A, Wesley R, Liang  TJ, Hoofnagle 

JH, Pucino F, and Csako   G. Preventive lamivudine re-
duces the risk of chemotherapy-induced hepatitis B vi-
rus reactivation: A systematic review. The Annals of 
Internal Medicine. 2008 Apr 1;148 (7):519-28. 

Loomba R, Hwang SJ, O’Donnell CJ, Ellison RC, Vasan 
RS, D’Agostino RB, Liang TJ, and Fox CS. Parental obe-
sity and offspring serum alanine and aspartate ami-
notransferase levels: the Framingham heart study. Gas-
troenterology. 2008 Apr;134 (4):953-9. 

Sellers ZM, Mann E, Smith A, Ko KH, Giannella R, Cohen 
M.B., Barrett KE, Dong H.  Heat-stable enterotoxin of 
Escherichia coli (STa) can stimulate duodenal HCO3

- se-
cretion via a novel GC-C- and CFTR-independent path-
way. FASEB J. 22: 1306-1316, 2008. 

Barrett KE. Gastrointestinal Physiology, McGraw-Hill, 
New York, 2006. (Fisiologia gastrointestinal, McGraw-
Interamericana Editores,  S.A., de C.V., Mexico, D.F., 
2007).  

Dunn W, Xu R, Schwimmer JB.  Modest wine drinking 
and decreased prevalence of suspected nonalcoholic 
fatty liver disease.  Hepatology. 2008 Jun; 47(6):1947-
54. 

Monte MJ, Rosales R, Macias RI, Iannota V, Martinez-
Fernandez A, Romero MR, Hofmann AF, Marin JJ. Cyto-
sol-nucleus traffic and colocalization with FXR of conju-
gated bile acids in rat hepatocytes. Am J Physiol Gas-
trointest Liver Physiol. 2008 Jul;295(1):G54-G62 
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Recent Division Publications….Cont’d 

Nguyen LP, Omoluabi O, Parra S, Frieske JM, Clement C, 
Ammar-Aouchiche Z, Ho SB, Ehre C, Kesimer M, Knoll BJ, 
Tuvim MJ, Dickey BF, Bond RA. Chronic exposure to beta-
blockers attenuates inflammation and mucin content in a 
murine asthma model. Am J Respir Cell Mol Biol. 2008 
Mar;38(3):256-62. 

Vigil O, Posada C, Woods SP, Atkinson JH, Heaton RK, Perry 
W, Hassanein TI, Grant I, Letendre SL, Group TH. Impair-
ments in fine-motor coordination and speed of information 
processing predict declines in everyday functioning in 
hepatitis C infection. J Clin Exp Neuropsychol. 2008 Mar 
4:1-11. 

Hoteit MA, Ghazale AH, Bain AJ, Rosenberg ES, Easley KA, 
Anania FA, Rutherford RE. Model for end-stage liver disease 
score versus Child score in predicting the outcome of surgi-
cal procedures in patients with cirrhosis. World J Gastroen-
terol. 2008 Mar 21;14(11):1774-80. 

Saab S, Wiese C, Ibrahim AB, Peralta L, Durazo F, Han S, 
Yersiz H, Farmer DG, Ghobrial RM, Goldstein LI, Tong MJ, 
Busuttil RW. Employment and quality of life in liver trans-
plant recipients. Liver Transpl. 2007 Sep;13(9):1330-8. 

Tang RS, Weinberg B, Dawson DW, Reber H, Hines OJ, 
Tomlinson JS, Chaudhari V, Raman S, Farrell JJ. Evaluation 
of the guidelines for management of pancreatic branch-
duct intraductal papillary mucinous neoplasm. Clin Gastro-
enterol Hepatol. 2008 Jul;6(7):815-9. 
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Dunn W, Schwimmer JB. The obesity epidemic and nonal-
coholic fatty liver disease in children. Curr Gastroenterol 
Rep. 2008 Feb;10(1):67-72. 

Ho SB, Groessl E, Dollarhide A, Robinson S, Kravetz D, 
Dieperink E. Management of Chronic Hepatitis C in Veter-
ans: The Potential of Integrated Care Models. Am J Gas-
troenterol. 2008 Jun 16.  

Cheung RC, Currie S, Shen H, Bini EJ, Ho SB, Anand BS, Hu 
KQ, Wright TL, Morgan TR; VA HCV-001 Study Group. Can 
we predict the degree of fibrosis in chronic hepatitis C 
patients using routine blood tests in our daily practice? J 
Clin Gastroenterol. 2008 Aug; 42(7):827-34. 

Miura K, Taura K, Kodama Y, Schnabl B, Brenner DA. 
Hepatitis C virus-induced oxidative stress suppresses hep-
cidin expression through increased histone deacetylase 
activity. Hepatology. 2008 Jun 19.  

Schnabl B, Scholten D, Brenner DA. What is the potential 
role of antifibrotic agents for the treatment of liver dis-
ease?  Nat Clin Pract Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2008 Jul 15.  

Meinzer U, Esmiol-Welterlin S, Barreau F, Berrebi D, Dus-
saillant M, Bonacorsi S, Chareyre F, Niwa-Kawakita M, 
Alberti C, Sterkers G, Villard C, Lesuffleur T, Peuchmaur 
M, Karin M, Eckmann L, Giovannini M, Ollendorff V, Wolf-
Watz H, Hugot JP.Nod2 mediates susceptibility to Yersinia 
pseudotuberculosis in mice. PLoS ONE. 2008 Jul 23;3 
(7):e2769. 

De Minicis S, Brenner DA. Oxidative stress in alcoholic 
liver disease: role of NADPH oxidase complex. J Gastroen-
terol Hepatol. 2008 Mar;23 Suppl 1:S98-103. 

 



Recent Division Publications….Cont’d 

Korsapati H, Bhargava V, Mittal RK. Reversal of Asyn-
chrony between the Circular and Longitudinal Muscle 
Contraction during Peristalsis in the Nutcracker Esopha-
gus by Atropine.  Gastroenterology 2008  Jun 12.  

Jung S, Pretorius D, Weinstein M, Nager C, Den Boer D, 
Mittal RK. Anal canal closure mechanism in women: 
assessed by the 3D ultrasound imaging.  Diseases of Co-
lon and Rectum, April 2008 June;51:932-9 

Weinstein M, Jung S, Nager C, Pretorius D, Den Boer D, 
Mittal RK. Transperineal 3-Dimensional Ultrasound Im-
aging for Detection of Anatomical Defects in the Anal 
Sphincter Complex Muscles. Clinical Gastroenterology & 
Hepatology 2008 (in press) 

Chow JYC, Cabral JA, Chang J, Carethers JM. TGF-beta 
modulates PTEN expression independently of SMAD sig-
naling for growth proliferation in colon cancer cells. 
Cancer Biol & Ther 7: , 2008. (in press) 

Rajasekaran MR, Jiang Y, Bhargava V, Littlefield R, Lee 
A, Lieber RL, Mittal RK. Length-tension relationship of 
the external anal sphincter muscle: implications for the 
anal canal function. Am J Physiol Gastrointest Liver 
Physiol. 2008 Aug;295(2):G367-73. 

Kisseleva T, Brenner DA. Fibrogenesis of parenchymal 
organs. Proc Am Thorac Soc. 2008 Apr 15;5(3):338-42. 

Blei AT, Mazhar S, Davidson CJ, Flamm SL, Abecassis M, 
Gheorghiade M. Hemodynamic evaluation before liver 
transplantation: insights into the portal hypertensive 
syndrome. J Clin Gastroenterol. 2007 Nov-Dec;41 Suppl 
3:S323-9. 

Jung SA, Pretorius DH, Weinstein M, Nager CW, Den-
Boer D, Mittal RK. Closure mechanism of the anal canal 
in women: assessed by three-dimensional ultrasound 
imaging. Dis Colon Rectum. 2008 Jun;51(6):932-9. 

Purohit V, Bode JC, Bode C, Brenner DA, Choudhry MA, 
Hamilton F, Kang YJ, Keshavarzian A, Rao R, Sartor RB, 
Swanson C, Turner JR. Alcohol, intestinal bacterial 
growth, intestinal permeability to endotoxin, and medi-
cal consequences: summary of a symposium. Alcohol. 
2008 Aug;42(5):349-61. 

Adler DH, Cogan JD, Phillips JA 3rd, Schnetz-Boutaud N, 
Milne GL, Iverson T, Stein JA, Brenner DA, Morrow JD, 
Boutaud O, Oates JA. Inherited human cPLA(2alpha) 
deficiency is associated with impaired eicosanoid bio-
synthesis, small intestinal ulceration, and platelet dys-
function. J Clin Invest. 2008 Jun;118(6):2121-31. 

Dieperink E, Leskela J, Dieperink ME, Evans B, Thuras P, 
Ho SB. The effect of pegylated interferon-alpha2b and 
ribavirin on posttraumatic stress disorder symptoms. 
Psychosomatics. 2008 May-Jun;49(3):225-9. 

Buck M. Direct infection and replication of naturally 
occurring hepatitis C virus genotypes 1, 2, 3 and 4 in 
normal human hepatocyte cultures. PLoS ONE. 2008 Jul 
16;3(7):e2660. 

Sato H, Macchiarulo A, Thomas C, Gioiello A, Une M, 
Hofmann AF, Saladin R, Schoonjans K, Pellicciari R, 
Auwerx J. Novel Potent and Selective Bile Acid Deriva-
tives as TGR5 Agonists: Biological Screening, Structure-
Activity Relationships, and Molecular Modeling Studies. 
J Med Chem. 2008 Aug 14;51(15):4849. 
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DDW 2008  
    2008 Digestive Diseases Week  

All UC Alumni Reception 
 

May 18, 2008 
USS Berkeley 

San Diego Maritime Museum 
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With the attendance of over 500 Faculty, Fellows and Guests from UC San Diego, Los Angeles, Irvine, San 
Francisco, Davis, and Scripps Green Hospital, the 2008 All UC DDW Reception was a great success. 
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Division of Gastroenterology 
 Fellows Graduation 

June 14, 2008 

UCSD Division of Gastroenterology 

Graduating Fellow, Laura Yun, M.D., accepting 
her certificate and gifts from Division Chief, John 
Carethers, M.D. 

Graduating Fellow, David Owens, M.D., accepting 
his certificate and gifts from Division Chief, John 
Carethers, M.D. 

Graduating Fellow, Pradipta Ghosh, 
M.D., accepting her certificate and 
gifts from Division Chief, John 
Carethers, M.D. 

Graduating Fellow, Erik Van Kleek, M.D., 
accepting his certificate and gifts from 
Tom Savides, M.D. 

Graduating Fellow, Denise Kalmaz, 
M.D., accepting her certificate and 
gifts from Tom Savides, M.D.  Denise 
was also awarded the Fellowship 
Program Director’s Award. 

Back Row: Winston Dunn, Christina 
Wiese, Raymond Tang, Tom 
Savides, John Carethers, Roslyn 
Lara, Sameer Mazhar, Lance Stein 

Front Row: Pradipta Ghosh, Laura 
Yun, David Owens, Erik Van Kleek, 
Denise Kalmaz 
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The Division of Gastroenterology’s new and improved Division website is now live and on the 
internet. Please go to: gastro.ucsd.edu to learn more about the Division.  In the future, October 
’08, there will also be a “Donation Button” so that Donations can be made online via the website.   

Some other features of the GI Division website include for Academic Faculty a summary of their re-
search interests, and a link to publications; for Clinical Faculty each faculty member’s page will link 
to their Medical Center information and how to make an appointment.  Be sure to take a look at the 
calendar for Upcoming Division Seminars and Conferences on the Main Page. There are many areas 
of the new site to see, including a updated fellowship area that will give prospective Fellows infor-
mation about our program.  The Division thanks Roslyn Lara for coordinating the update.   
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Organization Statement 
 

The UCSD GI Division will provide the best clinical care to those af-
flicted with gastrointestinal and liver diseases, investigate at the clini-
cal and basic levels the best way to improve those diseases, and edu-
cate trainees on how to best approach the care of patients with those 
diseases. The UCSD GI Division will strive to be nationally recognized 
through its faculty as well as innovations that will improve the care of 
patients with gastrointestinal and liver diseases nationwide. 

 

The UCSD GI Division was founded in 1970 by Henry Wheeler, M.D. 
who served as its first Division Chief. Later, Jon I. Isenberg, M.D. led 
the Division from 1979 to 1993, followed by C. Richard Boland, M.D. 
from 1995 to 2003, and currently by John M. Carethers, M.D., since 
2004. The GI fellowship Training Program commenced in 1974 and the 
NIH Training Grant was initially funded in 1976.  The Division has 
trained several local gastroenterologists in San Diego, as well as devel-
oped several academicians at University-based medical schools, in-
cluding some with leadership and administrative positions. 

Fall 2008 

Information concerning this newsletter or requests for 

additional copies can be directed to Karen Kasser at 

 kkasser@ucsd.edu  or (858) 534-3320 

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION MEDICAL CENTER 

Medical Center-Hillcrest 
Division of Gastroenterology 

200 W. Arbor Drive-8413 
San Diego, CA 92103 

 
350 Dickinson Street, Suite 342 

Tel: (619) 543-3622 
Fax: (619) 543-2766 

Main Campus - GI Academic Offices 
Division of Gastroenterology  

9500 Gilman Drive - 0063 
La Jolla, CA 92093-0063 

 
UC303 

Tel:(858)534-2757 
Fax:(858) 534-3338 

Gastroenterology Section  (111D) 
3350 La Jolla Village Drive 

San Diego, CA 92161 
Tel: (858) 552-8585 x2631 

Fax: (858) 552-4327 
 

Thornton Hospital 
9300 Campus Point 
La Jolla, CA 92037 
Tel: (858) 657-7000 

 

UCSD Division of Gastroenterology 


