
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

Welcome to the Spring 2013 Newsletter for the UCSD Divi-

sion of Gastroenterology.  You will likely notice our new 

newsletter format which includes a new section called Re-

search Spotlight.  I also encourage you to visit our Division 

Website (http://gastro.ucsd.edu/Pages/default.aspx) which 

is also undergoing formatting changes.  In this issue we in-

troduce a new faculty member, Dr. Samir Gupta, who joins 

us from UT Southwestern and brings expertise in family co-

lon cancer syndromes and colon cancer screening in under-

served populations.  We also highlight the research labs of 

Dr. David Brenner, Dr. Bernd Schnabl, and Dr. Ekihiro Seki who collectively comprise a 

robust programmatic focus on liver inflammation and fibrosis.  You also will find de-

tails regarding the 2013 UCSD DDW Reception which we invite you to attend.  Finally, 

you will see from the section on Division publications that our faculty members are 

making substantial contributions to the scientific literature of Gastroenterology in both 

the basic science and clinical medicine arenas.  I hope you enjoy the newsletter. We 

look forward to seeing you at Digestive Disease Week in Orlando in May. 

Best regards, 

 

 

William J. Sandborn, M.D. 

Chief, Division of Gastroenterology 

UC San Diego 
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Samir Gupta, M.D., MSCS 

Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine 
 
Education: 

 Masters of Science in Clinical Science with Distinction 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 

 Certificate in Advanced Training in Clinical Research 
University of California, San Francisco 

 Gastroenterology Fellowship 

University of California, San Francisco 
University of Pennsylvania 

 Internship and Residency in Internal Medicine  
University of California, San Francisco 

 M.D. University of Michigan 

 B.A. Biomedical Science and English University of Michigan 

 
Dr. Samir Gupta is the newest addition to the UC San Diego GI faculty.  Dr. Gupta’s research and 

clinical focus includes prevention and screening of colorectal cancer, as well as the evaluation 

and management of patients with hereditary GI cancer syndromes such as Lynch Syndrome. 

Dr. Gupta was recruited from the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, 

where he served as the principle investigator of 3 randomized controlled trials of strategies for 

boosting screening among the underserved, lead a number of observational studies in the areas 

of colorectal polyp epidemiology, polyp risk assessment, and management of Lynch Syndrome, 

and served as the lead physician for a GI cancer genetics clinic at Parkland Health and Hospital 

System. He has previously obtained grant funding from entities such as the NIH, the Cancer Pre-

vention and Research Institute of Texas, and the American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy. 

Here in San Diego, Dr. Gupta will care for patients at UC San Diego and the San Diego Veterans 

Affairs Healthcare system, and work closely with investigators across multiple disciplines to de-

velop research focused on developing new approaches to colorectal cancer screening and man-

agement of patients with colorectal polyps. He is especially keen to aid in diagnosis and manage-

ment of patients with complex polyps, suspected polyposis syndromes such as Familial Adenoma-

tous Polyposis and Hyperplastic Polyposis Syndrome, and other GI cancer syndromes, such as 

Lynch Syndrome. 

Publications of Interest: 

Khatami S, Xuan L, Roman R, Zhang S, McConnel C, Halm E, Gupta S. Colonoscopy utilization af-

ter elimination of copay for screening in a large employer sponsored health plan: implications for 

national health care reform. Clin Gastroenterol Hepatol 2012 Mar 5 (Epub ahead of print). 

Gupta S, Shah J, Balasubramanian B.  Strategies for colorectal cancer screening among blacks.  

Arch Intern Med 2012;172(2):182-184. 

Gupta S, Ashfaq R, Kapur P, Afonso BB, Ngyuen TT, Ansari F, Boland CR, Goel A, Rockey DC.  Mi-

crosatellite instability among individuals of Hispanic origin with colorectal cancer. Cancer 2010 

Nov 1;116(21):4965-72.  

Gupta S, Tong L, Allison JE, Carter E, Koch M, Rockey DC, Anderson P, Ahn C, Argenbright K, Skin-

ner CS. Screening for colorectal cancer in a safety-net healthcare system: access to care is critical 

and has implications for screening policy. Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev 2009 Sep;18

(9):2373-9.  

 

W E L C O M E  S A M I R  G U P T A ,  M D ,  M S C S  

Newsworthy Notes 
Sheila Crowe, M.D. 
has joined the 
Medical Advisory 
Board of the Celiac 
Disease Foundation 
by invitation. The 
CDF national office is 
based in Los 
Angeles.   
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David Brenner is Vice Chancellor for Health Sciences and 

Dean of the School of Medicine at the University of Cali-

fornia, San Diego.  A distinguished physician-scientist and 

leader in the field of gastroenterological research, Dr. 

Brenner first joined UC San Diego in 1985 as a gastroen-

terology fellow, later joining the School of Medicine fac-

ulty, and serving as a physician at the Veterans Affairs 

(VA) San Diego Healthcare System.  In 1993, Dr. Brenner 

became professor and chief of the Division of Digestive 

Diseases and Nutrition at the University of North Carolina 

at Chapel Hill. He was ultimately recruited to UC San Diego from the Columbia University 

Medical Center College of Physicians and Surgeons, where from 2003 to 2007 he was Sam-

uel Bard Professor and Chair of the Department of Medicine, a member of the Herbert Irving 

Comprehensive Cancer Center, a member of the Columbia University Institute of Nutrition, 

and physician in -chief of New York Presbyterian Hospital/Columbia.  The overall goal of his 

research is to characterize the molecular pathogenesis of liver inflammation and fibrosis in 

order to gain new insights into therapy.  His research has utilized five different models of 

hepatic fibrosis that are relevant to human liver diseases; serial carbon tetrachloride treat-

ment as a model of post-necrotic fibrosis, common bile duct ligation as a model of secondary 

biliary fibrosis, choline deficient amino acid supplemented diet as a model of non-alcoholic 

steatohepatitis, intragastric ethanol feeding as a model of alcoholic liver disease, and high 

fat diet as a model of diet induced obesity.  From 2011-2012, he was president of the Ameri-

can Association of Physicians (AAP) and in 2012 he received membership to the Institute of 

Medicine (IOM) a prestigious non-profit organization that works outside of government to 

provide unbiased and authoritative advice to decision makers and the public. 

David A. Brenner, M.D. 

Vice Chancellor for Health Sciences 

Dean, UC San Diego School of Medicine 

David Brenner, MD, and Shu Chien, 
MD, PhD, are leading a collaborative 
effort to create more efficient treat-

ments for liver disease. 

Community Celebrates Groundbreaking of Altman 

Clinical and Translational Research Institute Facil-

Shovel Ceremony – from left to right: Steve Relyea (Vice Chancellor, Exter-

nal and Business Affairs), Gabriel Haddad (MD, Chair of the UC San Diego 

Department of Pediatrics and Physician-In-Chief of Rady Children’s Hospi-

tal – San Diego), Paul Viviano (CEO, UC San Diego Health System), David 

Brenner (MD, Vice Chancellor for Health Sciences and Dean of the UC San 

Diego School of Medicine), Lisa Altman, Steve Altman, Chancellor Pradeep 

K. Khosla, Lindsay Altman (daughter), Jessie Altman (daughter), Gary 

Firestein, MD, Director of the Clinical and Translational Research Institute, 

and Andy Altman (son) 
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Dr. Bernd Schnabl is an Assistant Adjunct Professor 

in the Gastroenterology Division at UCSD School of 

Medicine.  Trained as physician scientist in the field 

of gastroenterology and hepatology, he is combining 

his expertise in clinical medicine with basic science in 

the field of chronic liver diseases.  Since he has been 

appointed to the UCSD faculty, he has been investi-

gating changes in the intestinal microbiome and link-

ing these changes to liver disease.  Dr. Schnabl is a 

member of three distinguished medical societies and 

he is on the Editorial Board for two liver journals. 

Throughout his career, he has been honored with a 

number of awards and distinctions.  These include a 

Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Award from the 

German Research Foundation (Deutsche Forschungs-

gemeinschaft, DFG), a Schering-Plough Unrestricted Educational Award from the European Foun-

dation for the Study of Liver Diseases (EASL) and an American Gastroenterological Association 

(AGA)/Astra Zeneca Fellowship - Faculty Transition Award (FFTA).  

The major focus of the Schnabl laboratory is to decipher molecular mechanisms involved in the 

onset and progression of chronic liver diseases.  Within this primary focus they primarily investi-

gate changes in the intestinal microbiome and the host mucosal immune system occurring during 

early stages of liver disease.  In addition, a very important part of the laboratory is a translational 

aspect to identify targets for therapy and to generate interventions that are able to prevent or 

treat liver disease.  The Schnabl research lab has successfully shown that alterations in the mi-

crobiome can either occur as quantitative (bacterial overgrowth) or qualitative (dysbiosis) 

changes in several preclinical models of liver disease.  They have also demonstrated the impor-

tance of intestinal inflammation in the onset of microbial translocation and liver disease progres-

sion.  Having established this innovative new research, they have published their results in Na-

ture, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America (PNAS), 

Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Journal of Hepatology in recent years.  

Dr. Schnabl received a Mentored Clinical Scientist Research Career Development Award 

(K08) by the NIH/NIDDK in 2009.  He was also awarded a R01 entitled “Microbiome and 

intestinal innate immune response in alcoholic liver disease” from the NIH/NIAAA in 2011. 

He is expected to receive a U01 grant “Microbiome as therapeutic target in alcoholic hepati-

tis” from the NIH/NIAAA for 5 years.  The U01 is part of a consortium consisting of an inter-

national group of basic and clinical investigators with extensive expertise in alcoholic hepati-

tis, both in clinical terms as well as the underlying biology and signaling pathways.  The con-

sortium consists of three scientific projects, led by three Principal Investigators, with Dr. 

Schnabl serving as the PI for the UCSD efforts.  He is currently also receiving funds from a 

research grant from ABMRF/The Foundation for Alcohol Research.  

For a full listing of publications, lab members and research activities, please visit the lab 

website  

http://gastro.ucsd.edu/schnabl-lab  

 Bernd Schnabl, M.D. 

Assistant Adjunct Professor 



Dr. Ekihiro Seki started his career in medicine as 

a GI-hepatobiliary surgeon in Japan.  His research 

career started on the study of Toll-like receptors 

(TLRs), a type of pattern recognition receptors 

that senses microbial products, in liver diseases. 

His PhD studies determined regulatory mecha-

nisms of how TLR4 signaling activates caspase-1 

and IL-18 in Kupffer cells (Seki et al, J Immunol 

2001) and how TLR-MyD88 signaling initiates 

liver regeneration (Seki et al, Hepatology 2005).  

Dr. Seki joined Dr. Brenner’s laboratory at Colum-

bia University in New York City where he deter-

mined that TLR4 signaling in hepatic stellate cells 

is crucial for the development of liver fibrosis 

(Seki et al, Nature Medicine 2007). He came to UCSD in 2007 as an Assistant Project Scientist, 

and currently is an Assistant Adjunct Professor.  Dr. Seki received independent research labora-

tory space in the Leichtag Biomedical Research Building following his first R01 funding in 2010. 

The laboratory’s major interest is to understand the role of innate immune and inflammatory 

signals in chronic liver diseases, such as alcoholic and non-alcoholic steatohepatitis, liver fibro-

sis, and hepatocellular carcinoma with special interest in the interplay between different he-

patic cells (hepatocytes, Kupffer cells and hepatic stellate cells) and the crosstalk between dif-

ferent intracellular signaling (TLRs, TNF receptor, IL-6 signaling, TGF-b signaling, chemokine 

receptors) in the liver.  Dr. Seki publishes in top-tier journals (Journal of Clinical Investigation, 

PNAS, Gastroenterology, Hepatology, ACER) and he is a recipient of the AASLD/ALF Fellow Re-

search Prize at the AASLD meeting in 2006, ALF Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Award in 

2006 and AASLD/ALF Liver Scholar Award in 2009.  Currently, Dr. Seki is supported by two R01 

grants and one research project in in the UCSD Superfund research program. 

Lab website: http://gastro.ucsd.edu/seki-lab/Pages/default.aspx 
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Ekihiro Seki, M.D., Ph.D. 

Assistant Adjunct Professor 

Japan 

http://gastro.ucsd.edu/seki-lab/Pages/default.aspx


GI Says Goodbye to Declan McCole, Ph.D., Assistant Adjunct Professor  

Faculty and Staff from the GI Division wish Dr. Declan McCole farewell on Jan. 

23, 2013.   

Dr. McCole has been with the UCSD GI Division since he was a postdoc in Martin 

Kagnoff’s lab in 1998.  He joined Kim Barrett’s lab in 2000 and became an As-

sistant Project Scientist in 2004 and Assistant Adjunct Professor in July 2009.  

We wish him great success as Assistant Professor of Biomedical Sciences at UC 

Riverside.  We’ll miss you! 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

G I  S A Y S ,  “ G 0 0 D B Y E ”  T O  D R .  D E C L A N  M C C O L E  
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On behalf of William J. Sandborn, you are cordially invited to attend the annual 

UCSD Gastroenterology DDW Reception which is taking place on May 19, 2013.   

Date: Sunday, May 19, 2013 

Time:  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Location:  The Peabody Orlando, Florida Ballroom B 

9801 International Drive, Orlando, Florida 32819 

For More Information contact: Maureen Wade mywade@ucsd.edu 

May brooks and trees and singing hills 

Join in the chorus too, 

And every gentle wind that blows 

Send happiness to you.  

Irish Prayer 

 

Newsworthy Notes 
Robert Gish, M.D. 
just returned from 
2 meetings in Ha 
Noi and Saigon on 
Liver Disease with 
over 400 total 

attendees.  

mailto:mywade@ucsd.edu
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Dr. Kim E. Barrett,  
Professor of Medicine and  

Dean of Graduate Studies, UC San Diego 

Dr. Kim E. Barrett became the 86th President of the American Physiological 

Society on April 23, 2013 at the Experimental Biology meeting in Boston.  Dr. 

Barrett is the fifth woman to hold that office in the Society’s 125-year history.   

Congratulations Dr. Barrett! 

Dr. Sheila E. Crowe 
Professor of Medicine and  

Director of Research, UC San Diego 

Congratulations to Dr. Sheila E. Crowe, Professor of Medicine and Director of 

Research who is the recipient of the 2013 American Gastroenterological Asso-

ciation (AGA) Distinguished Educator Award.  She will receive this award in May 

at the DDW Conference in Orlando, Florida. 

At this year’s 2013 Training Director’s Workshop in Phoenix, AZ, it was announced 

that effective July 1, 2013 Dr. Thomas Savides will become the Director of the Pro-

gram Director’s Caucus. The caucus incorporates members of the four societies 

(AGA, AASLD, ACG, and ASGE) and it will be the job of the Caucus in 2013-14 to es-

tablish the GI milestones for the ACGME NAS that all GI programs will have to imple-

ment into their programs by July 2014. Dr. Savides appointment as Director means 

that our Associate Director, Denise Kalmaz, MD will step into the position of Program 

Director of our Fellowship Training Program. We congratulate both Dr. Savides and 

Dr. Kalmaz for their new appointments. 

 

The American Gastroenterological Association (AGA) 

has selected Dr. Amir Zarrinpar, GI Fellow as the 

recipient of the 2013 Elsevier Pilot Research Award. 

Dr. Rohit Loomba, Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine was awarded the T. Franklin Williams 

Scholars Alumni Executive Leadership Award - 2013. 

Dr. Pradipta Ghosh, Associate Professor re-

cently received the Visionary Fellowship award 

for Cancer Research from the Department of 

Defense. 

Dr. Robert Gish, Professor of Clinical Medi-

cine has been awarded a Hepatitis B Virus 

CDC grant. The major goal of this grant is to 

screen 2000 Asian Americans for HBV and 

link them to care. 

The UCSD Health Matters Show, "Screening for Colon Cancer" was just awarded the Gold Aurora award!   

(Produced by Rachel Bradley, Host David Granet and Guest Thomas Savides) 

The Aurora awards are an independent and international Film & Video Competition for commercials, cable programming, documentaries, 

industrial, instructional and corporate videos.  (Health Matters has previously won Emmy, Freddie and aurora awards.) 

http://www.uctv.tv/shows/Colon-Cancer-Screening-Health-Matters-23837 

http://www.uctv.tv/shows/Colon-Cancer-Screening-Health-Matters-23837


Boettcher E, Crowe SE. Celiac disease. 
Primary Care Reports. 2012 Dec; 18
(12):153-167 

Boettcher E, Crowe SE. Food intake and 
symptoms in functional gastrointestinal 
disorders resulting from dietary proteins. 
American Journal of Gastroenterology. (In 
Press 2013)  

Patel NS, Peterson MR, Brenner DA, Heba 
E, Sirlin C, Loomba R. Association between 
novel MRI-estimated pancreatic fat and 
liver histology-determined steatosis and 
fibrosis in non-alcoholic fatty liver disease. 
Aliment Pharmacol Ther. 37(6):630-9, 2013. 

Meurer SK, Alsamman M, Sahin H, Was-
muth HE, Kisseleva T, Brenner DA, Traut-
wein C, Weiskirchen R, Scholten D. Over-
expression of Endoglin Modulates TGF-β1-
Signalling Pathways in a Novel Immortal-
ized Mouse Hepatic Stellate Cell Line. 
PLoS One. 8(2):e56116, 2013. 

Kisseleva T, Brenner DA. Inactivation of 
myofibroblasts during regression of liver 
fibrosis. Cell Cycle. 16;12(3), 2013. Review 

Bhandari A, Crowe SE. Helicobacter pylori 
in gastric malignancies. Current Gastroen-
terology Reports. 2012 Dec;14(6): 489-96 

Crowe SE. Personal perspectives on men-
toring. Gastroenterology. 2013 Mar;144
(3):488-91  

Song J, Futagami S, Nagoya H, Kawagoe 
T, Yamawaki H, Kodaka Y, Tatsugushi A, 
Gudis K, Wakabayashi T, Yonezawa M, 
Shimpuka A, Watarai Y, Iwakiri K,  Hoshi-
hara Y, Makino H, Miyashita M, Tsuchiya S, 
Li Y, Crowe SE, Sakamoto C. Apurinic/
apyrimidinic endonuclease-1 (APE-1) is 
overexpressed via the activation of NF-kB-
p65 in MCP-positive esophageal 
squamous cell carcinoma tissue. Journal 
of Clinical Biochemistry and Nutrition.  (In 
Press 2013) 

Dunkel Y, Ong A, Notani D, Mittal Y, Lam 
M, Mi X, Ghosh P.  STAT3 Upregulates GIV/
Girdin Expression, and GIV Enhances 
STAT3 Activation in a Positive Feedback 
Loop during Wound Healing and Tumor 
Invasion/Metastasis. Journal of Biological 
Chemistry. 2012 Dec 7;287(50)  

Klionsky DJ, Abdalla FC, ...Ghosh P., et al., 
Guidelines for the use and interpretation 
of assays for monitoring autophagy. Au-
tophagy.  2012 Apr;8(4):445-544. 
PMID:22966490. 

 

Lopez-Sanchez I, Garcia-Marcos M, Mittal 
Y, Aznar N, Farquhar MG, and Ghosh 
P.  Protein Kinase C-theta (PKCθ) phos-
phorylates and inhibits the guanidine ex-
change factor, GIV/Girdin. Lopez-
Sanchez I, Proc Natl Acad Sci USA. (In 
Press 2013) 

Terrault NA, Dodge JL, Murphy EL, Tavis JE, 
Kiss A, Levin TR, Gish R, Busch M, Reingold 
AL, Alter MJ.  Sexual Transmission of HCV 
Among Monogamous Heterosexual Cou-
ples: The HCV Partners Study.  Hepatol-
ogy. 2013 Mar;57(3):881-9.  

Marquez E, Geng Z, Pass S, Summerour P, 
Robinson L, Gupta S. Implementation of 
routine  screening for Lynch Syndrom in 
university and safety-net health system 
settings: successes and challenges. . Ac-
cepted 3/5/13, Genetics in Medicine. 

Gupta S, Balasubramanian BA, Fu T, 
Genta RM, Rockey DC, Lash R. Polyps with 
advanced neoplasia are smaller in the 
right than in the left colon: implications for 
colorectal cancer screening.   Clin Gas-
troenterol Hepatol. 2012 Dec;10(12):1395-
1401.e2. doi: 10.1016/j.cgh.2012.07.004. 
Epub 2012 Jul 24. 

Frisch K, Jakobsen S, Sǿrenson M, Lajord 
Munk O, Alstrup AKO, Ott P, Hofmann AF, 
Keiding S.  [N-methyl-11C]Cholylsarcosine, 
a novel bile acid tracer for PET/CT of he-
patic excretory function: radiosynthesis 
and proof-of-concept studies in pigs.  J 
Nucl Med 2012;53:1-7. 

Mitamura K, Hori N, Iida T, Hofmann AF, 
Ikegawa S.  Synthesis of the 3-  sulfates of 
S-acyl glutathione conjugated bile acids 
and their biotransformation by a rat liver 
cytosolic fraction.  Chem Phys Lipids 
2012;165:261-9. 

Muto A, Takei H, Unno A, Murai T, Kuro-
sawa T, Tohma M, Ogawa S, Iida T, Ike-
gawa S,Mori J, Ohtake A, Hoshina T, Mi-
zuochi T, Kimura A, Hofmann AF,  Hagey 
LR, Nittono H. A  Detection of Δ4-3-oxo-
steroid 5ß-reductase deficiency by LC-ESI-
MS-MS measurement of urinary bile acids.  
J Chromatograph B Analyt Technol Bio-
med Life Sci 2012;900:24-31.  

Hagey LR, Ogawa S, Kato N, Satoh R, Une 
M, Mitamura K, Ikegawa S, Hofmann AF, 
Iida T.  A novel varanic acid epimer – 
(24R,25S)-3α,7α,12α,24-tetrahydroxy-5β-
cholestan-27-oic acid – is a major biliary 
bile acid in two varanid lizards and the 
Gila monster.  Steroids 2012;77:1510-20. 

 

Mitamura K, Mabuchi T, Nagae K, Na-
kaima M, Matsumoto R, Fujioka S, Sato K, 
Satoh R,Ogawa S, Iida T, Hofmann AF, 
Ikegawa S.  Synthesis of multiply Deuter-
ated 3- and 21-monosulfates of allo-
tetrahydrocorticosteroids as internal stan-
dards for mass spectrometry. Steroids 
2012;77:1423-37.  

Mitamura K, Hori N, Iida T, Hofmann AF, 
Ikegawa S.  Synthesis of the 3-  sulfates of 
S-acyl glutathione conjugated bile acids 
and their biotransformation by a rat liver 
cytosolic fraction.  Chem Phys Lipids 
2012;165:261-9. 

Muto A, Takei H, Unno A, Murai T, Kuro-
sawa T, Tohma M, Ogawa S, Iida T, Ike-
gawa S,Mori J, Ohtake A, Hoshina T, Mi-
zuochi T, Kimura A, Hofmann AF,  Hagey 
LR, Nittono H. A  Detection of Δ4-3-oxo-
steroid 5ß-reductase deficiency by LC-ESI-
MS-MS measurement of urinary bile acids.  
J Chromatograph B Analyt Technol Bio-
med Life Sci 2012;900:24-31   
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Setchell KDR, Heubi JE, Shah S, Suskind D, 
Lavine JE,Suskind D,  Al-Edreesi M, Potter 
C, Russell DW, Wolfe B, Jha P, Zhang W, 
Bovine  KE, Knisely AS, Hofmann AF, Rosen-
thal P, Bull LN. Genetic Defects in bile acid 
conjugation cause fat-soluble vitamin 
deficiency. Gastroenterology. (In Press) 

Doycheva I, Patel N, Peterson M, Loomba 
R. Prognostic implication of liver histology 
in patients with nonalcoholic fatty liver 
disease in diabetes. J Diabetes Complica-
tions.  (Accepted for publication 2013) 

Tang A, Tan J, Sun M, Hamilton G, Bydder 
M, Wolfson T, Gamst AC, Middleton M, 
Brunt EM, Loomba R, Lavine JE, Schwim-
mer JB, Sirlin CB. Nonalcoholic Fatty Liver 
Disease: MR Imaging of Liver Proton Den-
sity Fat Fraction to Assess Hepatic Steato-
sis. Radiology 2013 (epub ahead of print) 

Tsushima W, Tshushima V, Lim N, Madrigal 
E, Jackson C, Mendler MH.  Use of ImPACT 
to diagnose minimal hepatic encephalo-
pathy:  an accurate, practical, user-
friendly internet based neuropsychologi-
cal test battery.  Accepted 3-26-13, Diges-
tive Diseases and Sciences. 

Rivera-Nieves J, Abreu MT. A call for in-
vestment in education of U.S. minorities in 
the 21st century.  Gastroenterology. 2013 
Mar 20. doi:pii: S0016-5085(13)00364-8. 
10.1053/j.gastro.2013.03.020. [Epub ahead 
of print] PMID:23523955 

Tlaxca JL, Rychak JJ, Ernst PB, Konkalmatt 
PR, Shevchenko TI, Pizzaro TT, Rivera-
Nieves J, Klibanov AL, Lawrence MB.  Ul-
trasound- based molecule imaging and 
specific gene delivery to mesenteric vas-
culature by endotheilial adhesion mole-
cule targeted microbubbles in a mouse 
model of Crohn’s disease.  J Control Re-
lease. 2013 Feb 10;165(3):216-25 

Sandborn WJ, Colombel JF, D’Haens G, 
Van Assche G, Wolf D, Kron M, Lazar A, 
Robinson AM, Yang M, Chao JD, Thakkar 
R. One-year maintenance outcomes 
among patients with moderately-to-
severely active ulcerative colitis who re-
sponded to induction therapy with 
adalimumab: subgroup analyses from 
ULTRA 2. Alimentary Pharmacology & 
Therapeutics. 2013;37:204-213. 

 

 

 

Samuel S, Bruining DH, Loftus EV, Thia KT, 
Schroeder KW, Tremaine WJ, Faubion WA, 
Kane SV, Pardi DS, de Groen P, Harmsen 
WS, Zinsmeister AR, Sandborn WJ. Valida-
tion of the ulcerative colitis colonoscopic 
index of severity and its correlation with 
disease activity measures. Clinical Gastro-
enterology & Hepatology. 2013:11:49-54. 

Sandborn WJ, Targan SR, Byers VS, Rutty 
DA, Mu H, Zhang X, Tang T. Andrographis 
paniculata extract (HMPL-004) for active 
ulcerative colitis. American Journal of 
Gastroenterology. 2013;108:90-98. 

Gentile NM, Abdalla AA, Khanna S, Smyrk 
TC, Tremaine WJ, Faubion WA, Kammer 
PP, Sandborn WJ, Loftus EV, Pardi DS. Out-
comes of patients with microscopic colitis 
treated with corticosteroids: a population 
based study. American Journal of Gastro-
enterolog. 2013;108:256-259. 

Kisiel JB, Yab TC, Hussain FTN, Taylor WR, 
Garrity-Park MM, Sandborn WJ, Loftus EV, 
Wolff BG, Smyrk TC, Itzkowitz SH, Rubin DT, 
Zou H, Mahoney DW, Ahlquist DA. Stool 
DNA testing for the detection of colorec-
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

The UCSD GI Division will provide the best clinical care to those afflicted with gastrointestinal and liver diseases, investigate 
at the clinical and basic levels the best way to improve those diseases, and educate trainees on how to best approach the 
care of patients with those diseases. The UCSD GI Division will strive to be nationally recognized through its faculty as well as 

innovations that will improve the care of patients with gastrointestinal and liver diseases nationwide. 

The UCSD GI Division was founded in 1970 by Henry Wheeler, M.D. who served as its first Division Chief. Later, Jon I. Isen-
berg, M.D. led the Division from 1979 to 1993, followed by C. Richard Boland, M.D. from 1995 to 2003,  John M. Carethers, 
M.D., from 2004 - 2009 and William J. Sandborn from 2011-Present. The GI fellowship Training Program commenced in 
1974 and the NIH Training Grant was initially funded in 1976.  The Division has trained several local gastroenterologists in 
San Diego, as well as developed several academicians at University-based medical schools, including some with leadership 

and administrative positions. 

GI Division Office 

9500 Gilman Drive (MC 0956) 
La Jolla, CA 92093 

East Campus Office Building 
V: 858-657-5284 | F: 858-657-5022 

 

UCSD GI Clinical Referral 

General GI 619-543-2347 
Hepatology 619-543-6303 
Interventional Endoscopy 858-657-6882  
Motility 619-543-6834 
IBD 858-657-8787 
Celiac 619-543-2347 

VA Medical Center 

Gastroenterology Section  (111D) 
3350 La Jolla Village Drive 

San Diego, CA 92161 
Tel: (858) 552-8585 x2631 

Fax: (858) 552-4327 

Faculty, Fellows and Alumni join us on Facebook by logging into your Facebook account and typing 

in the search menu  

"UCSD Gastroenterology Fellows and Alumni" and click "ask to join."  

 You can also go to  

http://www.facebook.com/groups/114277778649025 

Making the Most of Your Charitable Gifts  

Here are just a few options on how you can support UC San Diego Division of Gastroenterology: 

Option 1 – The simplest way to donate is a gift of cash (including checks and credit cards).  Re-
member if you itemize you may be able to receive a charitable deduction for 2013 for your gifts 
received on or before December 31st.  You may contribute directly to UCSD GI by visiting our 
page at http://www.gastro.ucsd.edu and clicking on the ABOUT tab and choosing  “Support Our 

Work” on the left hand column. 

Option 2 – A gift of appreciated securities also offers an attractive opportunity to support the 
Division of Gastroenterology.  By contributing appreciated securities that you have held longer 
than 12 months, you will receive a charitable income tax deduction, in most cases for their full 
fair market value, and avoid any capital gains tax liability.  It is important to remember that your 
securities must be transferred to the U.C. San Diego Foundation by December 31st for the 2013 

tax year.    

http://www.facebook.com/groups/114277778649025
http://www.gastro.ucsd.edu/

