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Letter from the Chief 

 

 

Dear Friends and Colleagues 

As 2012 draws to a close, I would like to take this op-
portunity to review some of our collective Divisional 
accomplishments during the year.  In September, we 
moved in to new and larger clinic space in the Perlman 
Clinic in La Jolla.  This new space better fits our ex-
panding clinical practice and allows for additional fu-
ture growth.  Dr. Barrett Levesque joined our gastro-
enterology faculty in July, focusing both his clinical 
practice and his research efforts on inflammatory 

bowel disease.  Dr. Samir Gupta will join our faculty in January with a joint 
appointment at the Moores Cancer Center, moving here from University of 
Texas Southwestern in Dallas.  He will practice at both the San Diego Veter-
ans Administration Medical Center and at UCSD.  His research interests are 
in the area of colorectal cancer screening.  A number of our faculty received 
recognition for their clinical expertise.  Robert Gish, Ravinder Mittal, Wil-
liam Sandborn, and Thomas Savides were named to the 2012 America’s Top 

Doctors list.  Robert Gish, Alexander Kuo, Rohit Loomba, Ravinder Mittal, William Sandborn and Thomas 
Savides were named to the 2012 US News Top Doctors list.  Robert Gish, William Sandborn, and Thomas 
Savides were named to the San Diego County Medical Society’s Top Doctors list.  Our NIH T32 Gastroenterol-
ogy Training Grant was successfully renewed by Sheila Crowe.  Our GI fellowship was successfully reaccredited 
by Tom Savides and Denise Kalmaz.  We now have 3 advanced fellowships: advanced endoscopy, inflammatory 
bowel disease, and Hepatology.  We successfully matched 2013 GI fellows coming from Cedars Sinai Medical 
Center, UCLA, Emory University, and Vanderbilt University.  Our Division members continue to be successful 
in obtaining research grants and contracts, and are very active in publishing in the medical literature (see de-
tails elsewhere in this newsletter).  Next year will bring its own set of opportunities and opportunities and chal-
lenges.  The majority of the laboratory scientists in our Division will move into new space in the BRF building 
when construction is completed next year, which will bring increased opportunities for collaboration. We also 
plan submission of a GI Center Grant application to the NIH.  In 2012 we began a big push on improving the 
function and efficiency of our clinic and endoscopy practice.  We have made some early gains, but I anticipate 
additional changes and additional gains next year.  All in all it has been a very productive year.  This would not 
have been possible without the efforts of each and every one of our Divisional family including the faculty, fel-
lows, nurse practitioners, nurses, medical assistants, schedulers, administrative assistants, and research per-
sonnel. A big thank you to everyone.  In particular, I would like to thank the members of the GI Divisional Ex-
ecutive Committee, Tom Savides, Sheila Crowe, Lars Eckmann, Sam Ho, Bob Gish, and Alex Kuo, and the Ad-
ministrators who support our Division including June Boyer, as well as Jill Deetz, Kathy Parker, Stephanie 
Dremel, and Donna Macmillan.   Happy holidays to you and your family. 

Best regards 

 
 
 

William J. Sandborn, M.D. 
Chief, Division of Gastroenterology 
UC San Diego 
 
 



 

The GI and VA Holiday Party was held at the Sheraton Hotel Bay Tower on December 
8, 2012. Christy Blackard did a wonderful job in organizing the event with the help of  
Jennifer Sweetser and Lisa Skaggs. Everyone sang the Twelve Days of Christmas led 
by Suri Pola accompanied by Declan McCole, Brigid Boland and Erica Boettcher. A 
grand time was had by all as guests dined and danced the night away.  
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GI Holiday Party 2012 
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In the past our recruitment period had always started in December with the match 
happening in June. This year is the first time in the new recruitment  
cycle where applicants apply in July and match in December. 

 

We had 297 applicants applying for 4 slots (3 clinical, 1 research) for our program 
starting July 2013. We interviewed 39 people and matched the following people: 

 

Kara Bradford 

Cedars-Sinai 

Clinical Fellow 

 

 
 
Michael Chang 

UCLA 

Clinical Fellow 

 

 

 

INCOMING 2013 GI FELLOWS 

Robert Kung 

Emory 

Clinical Fellow 

Melanie Green 

Vanderbilt 

Research Fellow 
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UCSD GI RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM 

MICHAEL DOCHERTY, M.D. 
  

Dr. Michael Docherty has agreed to assume responsibility for overseeing the quality metrics on the UCSD 

side of our clinical practice.  He will also begin to work on issues related to EPIC and information technol-

ogy and practice flow and efficiency as it relates to both our outpatient clinic and endoscopy practices.  

Working closely with Thomas Savides, MD, our Clinical Service Chief, myself, along with the endoscopy 

unit nurse managers and the practice manger on these issues.  He will also work closely with Dr. Dan Bou-

land, Chief of Clinical Operations for the Department of Medicine, who will help to mentor him in this 

role.  Finally he will work closely with Dr. Samir Gupta, who will join our faculty in January 2013, to im-

plement the latest state of the art approaches to optimizing and documenting quality related to colorectal 

cancer screening in our practice.   

I would also like to thank Dr. Mary Lee Krinsky for her contributions to our practice in recent years re-

lated to overseeing quality metrics. 

William Sandborn, MD 

The Division’s Annual GI Research Symposium organized by Drs. Sheila Crowe and Lars Eckmann was 
held on October 13, 2012 at the Moores Cancer Center on our UCSD campus.  The topic was 
“Translational Research Approaches and Biobanking in Viral Hepatitis, NASH, Inflammatory Bowel 
Disease, and Other Digestive Diseases.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Pictured above from left to right William Sandborn, MD, Robert Sandler, MD (guest speaker from 
UNC), Sheila Crowe. MD and Lars Eckmann, MD. 
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BABIES BORN IN 2012 

 
 
Alexander Long-Anh Tran 
Born: August 31, 2012 
8 lbs, 1 oz 
 
Thuy Anh Le &  Larry 
 

 
 
Josephine Alia Zarrinpar   
Born: November 3, 2012   
7 lbs, 15 oz    
      
Amir & Elizabeth    
 

 
The videos of the faculty presentations during our UCSD Complications of Cirrhosis conference on Oct 18, 2012 at the 
TeleMET building have been posted to YouTube.  Heather Patton organized this conference. 

http://cme.ucsd.edu/hcc/program.html 

All the YouTube video links can be found by searching for UCSD complications of cirrhosis conference. 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Dr. Alexander Kuo as the primary investigator on a new CDC grant. 
“Hepatitis C Care and Community Health Center Connection (Hep-Care Connect)”as well as a sub-investigator on an 
NIH grant with Gerry Boss, MD),“Blood Donor Drives & High School Students to Educate People About Organ Dona-
tion.”  Also to Dr. Ravinder Mittal as hias VA merit was up for competitive renewel and recieved a high score and has 
been funded. 

 

UCSD COMPLICATIONS OF CIRRHOSIS CONFERENCE/
GRANTS 

Kajal Shah 
Born: April 12, 2012 
7 lbs, 2 oz 
 
Ashish & Neha 

Saniya Fehmi 

Born: Sept 3, 2012 

5 lbs, 9 oz 

Abbas & Nadia 

 



 

 
Robert Gish, Ravinder Mittal, William Sandborn, and Thomas Savides were named to the 2012 
America’s Top Doctors list. Robert Gish, Alexander Kuo, Rohit Loomba, Ravinder Mittal, Wil-
liam Sandborn, and Thomas Savides were named to the 2012 US News Top Doctors list. Robert 
Gish, William Sandborn, and Thomas Savides were named to the San Diego County Medi-
cal Society’s Top Doctors list.  

On September 10, 2012 the General  Consulate of Mexico in San Diego honored Dr. 
Horacio Jinich together with another small group of individuals of Mexican origin 
with "our behavior in San Diego, which extols the image of the Mexicans abroad". 
 
Ekihiro Seki, The Hiromasa Ishii Memorial Young Investigator Award from the 16th Con-
gress of International Society for Biomedical Research on Alcoholism 2012 ISBRA 
WORLD CONGRESS in Sapporo, Japan Sept 9-11, 2012 
 
Yoon Seok Roh D.V.M. Ph.D. (a postdoc in Seki lab) Best Abstract Award from The South-
ern California Research Center for ALPD and Cirrhosis in 2012 October 
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 AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

Miura K, Ling Yang, van Rooijen 
N, Brenner DA, Ohnishi H, Seki 
E. TLR2 and palmitic acid coop-
eratively contribute to the devel-
opment of nonalcoholic steato-
hepatitis through inflammasome 
activation. Hepatol 2012 Sep 17. 
doi: 10.1002/hep.26081. [Epub 
ahead of print] 
 
Grivennikov SI, Wang K, Mucida 
D, Stewart CA, Schnabl B, Jauch 
D ,  T a n i g u c h i  K ,  Y u 
GY, Osterreicher CH, Hung 
KE, Datz C, Feng Y, Fearon 
ER, Oukka M, Tessarollo L, 
C o p p o l a  V ,  Y a r o v i n s k y 
F, Cheroutre H, Eckmann 
L, Trinchieri G, Karin M. Ade-
noma-linked barrier defects and 
microbial products drive IL-23/IL
- 1 7 - m e d i a t e d  t u m o u r 
growth.Nature. 2012 Nov 8;491 
(7423):254-8.  
 
Elkhatib I; Savides TJ; Fehmi 
AS .Pancreatic Fluid Collections: 
Physiology, Natural History and 
Indications for Drainage. Tech-
niques in Gastrointestinal Endo-
scopy. October 2012 14:4 (186-
194) 
 
Rajasekaran MR, Sohn D, Salehi 
M, Bhargava V, Fritsch H, Mittal 
RK. Role of puborectalis muscle 
in the genesis of urethral pressure.  
J Urol. 2012 Oct;188(4):1382-8.  

Terrault NA, Dodge JL, Murphy 
EL, Tavis JE, Kiss A, Levin TR, 
Gish RG, Busch M,, Reingold 
AL, Alter MJ, University of Cali-
fornia San Francisco, Blood Sys-
tems Research Institute, St. 
LouisUniversity, Kaiser Perma-
nente Division of Research, Cali-
fornia Pacific Medical CenterUni-
versity of California Berkeley; 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.  Sexual transmission 
of HCV among monogamous 
heterosexual couples: The HCV 
partners study. Hepatol 23 Nov 
2012(Epub ahead of [print 
 
Loomba R, Abraham M, Unalp 
A, Wilson L, Lavine J, Doo E, 
Bass NM; Nonalcoholic Steato-
hepatitis Clinical Research Net-
work.Association between diabe-
tes, family history of diabetes, and 
risk of nonalcoholic steatohepati-
tis and fibrosis.Hepatology. 2012 
Sep;56(3):943-51. doi: 10.1002/
hep.25772. Epub 2012 Jul 26. 
 

Jiang Y, Bhargava V, Kim YS, 
Mittal RK.  Esophageal wall 
blood perfusion during contrac-
tion and transient lower esophag-
eal sphincter relaxation in hu-
mans.  Am J Physiol Gastrointest 
Liver Physiol. 2012 Sep 1;303
(5):G529-35.  
 

Le TA, Chen J, Changchien C, Peter-
son MR, Kono Y, Patton H, Cohen 
BL, Brenner D, Sirlin C, Loomba 
R; San Diego Integrated NAFLD 
Research Consortium (SINC).Effect 
of colesevelam on liver fat quantified 
by magnetic resonance in nonalco-
holic steatohepatitis: a randomized 
controlled trial. Hepatol. 2012 Sep;56
(3):922-32. doi: 10.1002/hep.25731. 
Epub 2012 Jul 2.PMID:22431131
[PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE] 
  

Abecassis M, Bridges ND, Clancy 
CJ, Dew MA, Eldadah B, Englesbe 
MJ, Flessner MF, Frank JC, Friede-
wald J, Gill J, Gries C, Halter JB, 
Hartmann EL, Hazzard WR, Horne 
FM, Hosenpud J, Jacobson P, 
Kasiske BL, Lake J, Loomba R, 
Malani PN, Moore TM, Murray A, 
Nguyen MH, Powe NR, Reese PP, 
Reynolds H, Samaniego MD, 
Schmader KE, Segev DL, Shah AS, 
Singer LG, Sosa JA, Stewart ZA, 
Tan JC, Williams WW, Zaas DW, 
High KP. Solid-organ transplantation 
in older adults: current status and 
future research. Am J Transplant. 
2012 Oct;12(10):2608-22.  
 
Sandborn WJ, Gasink C, Long-
Long G, Blank MA, Johanns J, 
Guzzo C, Sands BE, Hanauaer SB, 
Targan S, Rutgeerts P, Bhosh S, de 
Villiers WJS, Panaccion R, Green-
berg G, Schreiber S, Lichtiger S,  

Feagan BG. Ustekinumab 
induction and maintenance 
therapy in refractory Crohn’s 
disease. New England J of 
Medicine 2012;367:1519-
1528. 

Sandborn WJ, Travis S, Moro 
L, Jones R, Gauttile T, Bagin 
R, Huang M, Yeung P, Ballard 
ED. Once-daily budesonide 
MMX® extended-release tab-
lets induce remission in patients 
with mild to moderate ulcera-
tive colitis: results from the 
CORE I study. Gastroenterol-
ogy 2012;143:1218-1226. 

Samuel S, Bruining DH, Loftus 
EV, Becker B, Fletcher JG, 
Mandrekar JN, Zinsmiester AR, 
Sandborn WJ. Endoscopic 
skipping of the distal terminal 
ileum in Crohn’s disease can 
lead to negative results from 
ileocolonoscopy. Clin Gastro-
enterol and Hepatol 
2012;10:1253-1259. 
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McCole DF. Regulation of epithelial 
barrier function by the IBD candidate 
gene, PTPN2. Annals of The New York 
Academy of Sciences. 1257(1):108-14 
2012. 
 
Noureddin, M, Loomba R; NAFLD: 
Indications for Liver Biopsy & Non- 
invasive biomarker. Clinical Liver Dis-
eases, online Journal of the American 
Association of Liver Diseases. 2012 
October 

 
Pola S, Patel DR, Ramamoorthy S, 
Mclemore E, Fahmy M, Rivera-Nieves 
J, Chang JT, Evans E, Docherty M, 
Talamini M, Sandborn WJ;  Strategies 
for the case of adults hospitalized for 
active ulcerative colitis. Clin Gastroen-
terol & Hepatol 2012;10:1315-1325.  
 
Bruining DH, Siddiki HA, Fletcher JG, 
Sandborn WJ, Fidler JL, Huprich JE, 
Mandrekar JN, Harmsen WS, Evans PE, 
Faubion WA, Hanson KA, Ingle SB, 
Pardi DS, Schroeder KW, Tremaine WJ, 
Loftus EV. Benefit of computed tomo-
graphy enterography in Crohn’s disease: 
effects on patient management and phy-
sician level of confidence. Inflamm 
Bowel Dis 2012;18:219-225.  
 
Peyrin-Biroulet L, Loftus EV, Tremaine 
WJ, Harmsen WS, Zinsmeister AR, 
Sandborn WJ. Perianal Crohn’s dis-
ease findings other than fistulas in a 
population-based cohort. Inflamm 
Bowel Dis 2012;18:43-48. 
 

Kisiel JB, Loftus EV, Harmsen WS, 
Zinsmeister AR, Sandborn WJ. Out-
come of sporadic adenomas and ade-
noma-like dysplasia in patients with 
ulcerative colitis undergoing polypec-
tomy. Inflamm Bowel Dis 2012;18:226-
235. 

Nguyen DL, Sandborn WJ, Loftus EV, 
Fletcher JG, Mandrekar J, Harmsen WS, 
Bruining DH.  Similar outcomes of sur-
gical and medical treatment of intra-
abdominal abscesses in patients with 
Crohn’s disease. Clin Gastroenterol and 
Hepatol 2012;10:400-404. 

 

 

Garrity-Park M, Loftus EV, Sandborn 
WJ, Smyrk TC. Myeloperoxidase immu-
nohistochemistry as a measure of disease 
activity in ulcerative colitis: association 
with ulcerative colitis-colorectal cancer, 
tumor necrosis factor polymorphism and 
RUNX3 methylation. Inflamm Bowel Dis 
2012;18:275-283.  

Reinisch W, Sandborn WJ, Rutgeerts P, 
Feagan BG, Rachmilewitz D, Hanauer SB, 
Lichtenstein GR, de Villiers WJS, Blank 
M, Lang Y, Johanns J, Colombel JF, Pre-
sent DH, Sands BE. Long-term infliximab 
maintenance therapy for ulcerative colitis: 
the ACT 1 and 2 extension studies. In-
flamm Bowel Dis 2012;18:201-211. 

Peyrin Biroulet L, Cieza A, Sandborn 
WJ, Coenen M, Chowers Y, Hibi T, 
Kostanjsek N, Stucki G, Colombel JF. 
Development of the first disability index 
for inflammatory bowel disease based on 
the international classification of function-
ing, disability and health. Gut 2012;61:241
-247. 

Sandborn WJ, van Assche G, Reinisch 
W, Colombel JF, D’Haens G, Wolf DC, 
Kron M, Tighe MB, Lazar A, Thakkar RB. 
Adalimumab induces and maintains clini-
cal remission in patients with moderate to 
severe ulcerative colitis. Gastroenterology 
2012;260:257-265. 

Travis SPL, Schnell D, Krzeski P, Abreu 
MT, Altman DG, Colombel JF, Feagan 
BG, Hanauer SB, Lemann M, Lichtenstein 
GR, Marteau PR, Reinisch W, Sands BE, 
Yacyshyn BR, Bernhardt CA, Mary JM, 
Sandborn WJ. Developing an instrument 
to assess the endoscopic severity of ulcera-
tive colitis: the Ulcerative Colitis Endo-
scopic Index of Severity (UCEIS). Gut 
2012;61:535-542. 

Ford AC, Khan KJ, Sandborn WJ, 
Hanauer SB, Moayyedi PM. Efficacy of 
topical 5-aminosalicylates in preventing 
relapse of quiescent ulcerative colitis: a 
meta-analysis. Clin Gastroenterol and 
Hepatol  2012;10:513-519. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cipriano LE, Levesque BG, Zaric GS, Loftus 
EV, Sandborn WJ. Cost-effectiveness of ima-
gaging strategies to reduce radiation-induced 
cancer risk in Crohn’s disease. Inflamm Bowel 
Dis 2012;18:1240-1248. 

Sandborn WJ, Colombel JF, Sands BE, Rut-
geerts P, Targan SR, Panaccione R, Bressler B, 
Geboes K, Schreiber S, Aranda R, Gujrathi S, 
Luo A, Peng Y, Salter-Cid L, Hanauer SB. 
Abatacept for Crohn’s disease and ulcerative 
colitis. Gastroenter 2012;143:62-69.  

Lichtenstein GR, Rutgeerts P, Sandborn WJ, 
Sands BE, Diamond RH, Blank M, Montello J, 
Tang L, Cornille F, Colombel JF. A pooled 
analysis of infections, malignancy and mortality 
in infliximab- and immumomodulator-treated 
patients with inflammatory bowel disease. Am J 
of Gastroenterol 2012;107:1051-1063  

D’Haens G, Sandborn WJ, Barrett K, Hodg-
son I, Streck P. Once-daily MMX mesalamine 
for endoscopic maintenance of remission of 
ulcerative colitis. Am J of Gastroenterol 
2012;107:1064-1077. 

Sandborn WJ. Ghosh S, Panes J, Vranic I, Su 
C, Rousell S, Niezychowski W. Tofacitinib, an 
oral janus kinase inhibitor, in active ulcerative 
colitis. New England J of Med. 2012;367:616-
624. 

Sandborn WJ. Ghosh S, Panes J, Vranic I, Su 
C, Rousell S, Niezychowski W. Tofacitinib, an 
oral janus kinase inhibitor, in active ulcerative 
colitis. New England J of Med. 2012;367:616-
624. 

Sands BE, Sandborn WJ, Creed TJ, Dayan CM, 
Dhanda AD, Van Assche GA, Gregus M, Sood 
A, Choudhuri G, Stempien MJ, Levitt D, Probert 
CS. Basiliximab does not increase efficacy of 
corticosteroids in patients with steroid-refractory 
ulcerative colitis. Gastroenterology 
2012;143:356-364. 

Mohabbat AY, Sandborn WJ, Loftus EV, Wies-
ner RH, Bruining DH. Anti-tumor necrosis factor 
treatment of inflammatory bowel disease in liver 
transplant recipients. Alimentary Pharmacology 
& Therapeutics 2012;36:569-574. 

Lichtenstein GR, Feagan BG, Cohen RD, Salz-
berg BA, Diamond RH, Price S, Langholff W, 
Londhe A, Sandborn WJ. Serious infections 
and mortality in patients with Crohn’s disease: 
more than 5 years of follow-up in the TREAT 

 
 

 



 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS, CONTINUED 

Kane SV, Horst S, Sandborn WJ, Becker 
B, Neis B, Moscandrew M, Hanson KA, 
Tremaine WJ, Bruining DH, Faubion WA, 
Pardi DS, Harmsen WS, Zinsmeister AR, 
Loftus EV. Natalizumab for moderate to 
severe Crohn’s disease in clinical practice: 
the Mayo Clinic Rochester experience. 
Inflamm Bowel Dis 2012;18:2203-2208. 

Peyrin-Biroulet L, Harmsen WS, Tremaine 
WJ, Zinsmeister AR, Sandborn WJ, 
Loftus EV. Surgery in a population-based 
cohort of Crohn’s disease from Olmsted 
County, Minnesota (1970-2004). Am J of 
Gastroenterol 2012;107:1693-1701. 

Colombel JF, Feagan BG, Sandborn WJ, 
van Assche G, Robinson AM. Therapeutic 
drug monitoring of biologics in inflamma-
tory bowel disease. Inflamm Bowel Dis 
2012;18:349-358. 

Pinton de Chambrun GP, Sandborn WJ. 
Advances in IBD management - towards a 
tailored approach. Nature Reviews in Gas-
troenterol and Hepatol 2012;9:70-72. 

Ordas I, Mould DR, Feagan BG, Sand-
born WJ. Anti-TNF monoclonal antibod-
ies in inflammatory bowel disease: phar-
macokinetics-based dosing paradigms. 
Clin Pharmacol and Therapeutics 
2012;91:635-646. 

Hommes D, Colombel JF, Emery P, Greco 
M, Sandborn WJ. Changing Crohn’s 
disease management: need for new goals 
and indices to prevent disability and im-
prove quality of life. Journal of Crohn’s 
and Colitis 2012;6(Suppl 1):S224-234. 

Sandborn WJ. Mucosal healing with 
infliximab: results from the active ulcera-
tive colitis trials. Gastroenterol and Hepa-
tol 2012;8:117-119. 

Ordas I, Feagan BG, Sandborn WJ. Drug 
monitoring of TNF antagonists in inflam-
matory bowel disease. Clin Gastroenterol 
& Hepatol 2012;10:1079-87. 

Baumgart DC, Sandborn WJ. Crohn’s 
disease. Lancet 2012;380:1590-1605. 

Ordas I, Eckmann L, Talamini M, 
Baumgart DC, Sandborn WJ. Ulcerative 
colitis. Lancet 2012;380:1606-1619. 

 

 
D’Haens G, Feagan B, Colombel JF, Sand-
born WJ, Reinisch W, Rutgeerts P, Carbon-
nel F, Mary JY, Danese S, Fedorak RN, 
Hanauer S, Lémann M. Challenges to the 
design, execution, and analysis of random-
ized controlled trials for inflammatory bowel 
disease. Gastroenterology 2012;143:1461-
1469. 

Peyrin-Biroulet L, Billioud V, D’Haens G, 
Panaccione R, Feagan B, Panes J, Danese S, 
Schreiber S, Ogata H, Hibi T, Higgins PD, 
Beaugerie L, Chowers Y, Louis E, Steinwurz 
F, Reinisch W, Rutgeerts P, Colombel JF, 
Travis S, Sandborn WJ. Development of the 
Paris definition of early Crohn’s disease for 
disease-modification trials: results of an inter-
national expert opinion process. Am J of Gas-
troenterol 2012;107:1770-1776.  

Levesque BG, Sandborn WJ. Setting a high 
threshold for non-inferiority: mesalamine and 
budesonide in Crohn’s disease. Inflamm 
Bowel Dis 2012;18:795-796. 

Fahmy M, Ramamoorthy S, Hata T, Sand-
born WJ. Ustekinumab for peristomal 
pyoderma gangrenosum. Am J of Gastroen-
terol 2012;107:794-795. 

Levesque BG, Sandborn WJ. Infliximab 
versus ciclosporin in severe ulcerative colitis. 
The Lancet 2012;380:1887-1888. 

Hartmann P, Chen WC, Schnabl B. The intes-
tinal microbiome and the leaky gut as thera-
peutic targets in alcoholic liver disease. Front 
Physiol. 2012;3:402.  

Hartmann P, Chen WC, Schnabl B. The intes-
tinal microbiome and the leaky gut as thera-
peutic targets in alcoholic liver disease. Front 
Physiol. 2012;3:402.  

Grivennikov SI, Wang K, Mucida D, Stewart 
CA, Schnabl B, Jauch D, Taniguchi K, Yu 
GY, Osterreicher CH, Hung KE, Datz C, Feng 
Y,Fearon ER, Oukka M, Tessarollo L, 
Coppola V, Yarovinsky F, Cheroutre H, Eck-
mann L, Trinchieri G, Karin M. Adenoma-
linked barrier defects and microbial products 
drive IL-23/IL-17-mediated tumour growth. 
Nature. 2012 Nov 8;491(7423):254-8.  

Hartmann P, Chen WC, Schnabl B. The intes-
tinal microbiome and the leaky gut as thera-
peutic targets in alcoholic liver disease. Front 
Physiol. 2012;3:402.  

Miura K, Ling Yang, van Rooijen N, 
Brenner DA, Ohnishi H, Seki E. TLR2 
and palmitic acid cooperatively contribute 
to the development of nonalcoholic steato-
hepatitis through inflammasome activa-
tion. Hepatology 2012 Sep 17. doi: 
10.1002/hep.26081. Accepted – published 
on line [Epub ahead of print] 

Zarrinpar, A, Loomba, R. (2012). Re-
view article: the emerging interplay among 
the gastrointestinal tract,  bile acids and 
incretins in the pathogenesis of diabetes 
and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease. Alim  
PharmacolTher 36, 909-921. 

Zarrinpar, A., Lin, G., & Lonergan, J.T. 
A rare cause of ileocecal fistula in an 
AIDS patient. Gastroenterol. (Accepted). 

Rutgeerts P, Van Assche G, Sandborn 
WJ, Wolf DC, Geboes K, Colombel JF, 
Reinisch W, Kumar A, Lazar A, Camez A, 
Lomax KG, Pollack PF, D’Haens G. 
Adalimumab induces and maintains muco-
sal healing in patients with Crohn’s dis-
ease: data from the EXTEND trial. Gastro-
enterology 2012;142:1102-1111. 

 



 

Yam F, Gutierrez JA, Groessl EJ, Lau JW, Chen W
-C, Golshan S, Kuo A, Ho SB. Quality of care and 
predictors of readmission in hospitalized patients 
with alcoholic liver disease care in two academic 
medical centers. Hepatology 2012; 56:947A. 
(AASLD 2012) 

O’Leary J, Rajender Reddy K, Wong F, Brown G, 
Subramanian RM, Malik R, Patton HM, Biggins 
SW, Bambha K, Fallon MB, Thacker L, Kamath 
PS, Bajaj J. Prior Infections Predict the Risk of 
Future Infections:  A Prospective Multi-Center 
Study from the North American Consortium for the 
Study of End-Stage Liver Disease (NACSELD) 
(Poster AASLD 2012) 

Boettcher E ,Pekin N, Mooney N, Gutierrez JA, 
Gish RG, Patton HM.Cardiac Cardiomyopathy is 
Associated with Skeletal Muscle Wasting and 
Weakness in a Prospective Cohort of Cirrhotic 
Patients Awaiting Liver Transplantation. (AASLD 
2012) 

Elkhatib I, Savides T, Fehmi A. Rescue Hemosta-
sis of Refractory Bleeding Duodenal Ulcer Using 
Over The Scope Clip 
(ACG Poster Presentation 2012) 
 
Pola S, Fahmy M, Evans E, Sandborn WJ Suc-
cessful use of infliximab in the treatment of corti-
costeroid dependent collagenous colitis  (poster 
IBD CCFA Meeting Dec 2012) 

Noureddin M; Le TA; Peterson MR;  Middleton M; 
Hamilton G; Changchien C;Brenner DA; Sirlin C; 
Loomba R. Liver fat quantification using novel mag-
netic resonance imaging (MRI) technique correlates 
robustly with MR spectroscopy  and histology: A 
longitudinal study with repeat measures in patients 
with nonalcoholic fatty liver disease. (AASLD 2012. 
Clinical Epidemiology workshop oral presentation) 
 
Seok Roh S, Cho A, Park S, Lim CW, Seki E. and 
Kim B.  Toll-Like Receptor 7-mediated production of 
Type I IFN Prevents Cholestasis- and Hepatotoxin-
induced Liver Fibrosis (Poster AASLD 2012) 
 
Yang L, Inokuchi S, Park EJ, Song J, Brenner DA, 
Seki E. TGFb signaling promotes hepatocarcinogene-
sis by inducing hepatocyte apoptosis, proliferation and 
angiogenesis in hepatocyte specific TAK1 deleted 
mice. (Oral presentation AASLD 2012) 
 
Dhar D, Jiang Y, He G, Ogata H, Font-Burgada J, 
Nakagawa H, Seki E and Karin M.  Elucidating the 
functional role of CD44 in hepatocellular carcinoma 
(Poster AASLD 2012) 

Hartmann P, Haimerl M, Brenner DA, and Schnabl 
B. TLR2-mediated intestinal injury and enteric TNFR
-1 contribute to cholestasis-induced liver fibrosis in 
mice (oral presentation Presidential Plenary Session at 
AASLD 2012) 

Dieperink E, Ho SB, Thuras P, Colton S, Knott A, 
Pocha C. Impact of SVR on all-cause and liver-related 
mortality in a cohort of Veterans with chronic hepati-
tis C. Hepatology 2012;56:680A. (AASLD 2012) 

Ho SB, Groessl EJ, Brau N, Cheung RC, Weingart 
KR, Ward MA, Sklar M, Phelps TE, Marcus SG, 
Wasil MM, Tisi AS, Huynh LK, Robinson SK. Mul-
tisite randomized trial of an integrated care model for 
HCV patients with psychiatric and substance use co-
morbidities: Final results of impact on treatment ini-
tiation. Hepatology 2012;56:1000A. POSTER OF 
DISTINCTION (AASLD 2012) 

 

 

 

 



 

GI Division Office 
UCSD  

9500 Gilman Drive (MC 0956) 
La Jolla, CA 92093 

East Campus Office Building 
 (858) 657-5284/   :(858) 657-5022 

UCSD GI Clinical Referral 
 
 General GI 619-543-2347 
 Hepatology 619-543-6303 
 Interventional 858-657-6882  
 Endoscopy 
 Motility  619-543-6834 
 IBD  858-657-8787 
 Celiac  619-543-2347 

VA Medical Center 

Gastroenterology Section  (111D) 
3350 La Jolla Village Drive 

San Diego, CA 92161 
Tel: (858) 552-8585 x2631 

Fax: (858) 552-4327 

Organization Statement 

The UCSD GI Division will provide the best clinical care to those af-
flicted with gastrointestinal and liver diseases, investigate at the clinical 
and basic levels the best way to improve those diseases, and educate 
trainees on how to best approach the care of patients with those dis-
eases. The UCSD GI Division will strive to be nationally recognized 
through its faculty as well as innovations that will improve the care of 
patients with gastrointestinal and liver diseases nationwide. 

The UCSD GI Division was founded in 1970 by Henry Wheeler, M.D. 
who served as its first Division Chief. Later, Jon I. Isenberg, M.D. led the 
Division from 1979 to 1993, followed by C. Richard Boland, M.D. from 
1995 to 2003,  John M. Carethers, M.D., from 2004 - 2009 and William 
J. Sandborn from 2011-Present. The GI fellowship Training Program 
commenced in 1974 and the NIH Training Grant was initially funded in 
1976.  The Division has trained several local gastroenterologists in San 
Diego, as well as developed several academicians at University-based 
medical schools, including some with leadership and administrative 
positions. 
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Faculty, Fellows and Alumni join us on Facebook by logging into your facebook account and typing in the search menu  
"UCSD Gastroenterology Fellows and Alumni" and click "ask to join."  

 You can also go to  
http://www.facebook.com/groups/114277778649025 

Making the Most of Your Charitable Gifts  

Here are just a few options on how you can support the UC San Diego Division of Gastroenterology: 

Option 1 – The simplest way to donate is a gift of cash (including checks and credit cards).  Remember if you itemize you may be able to receive a 
charitable deduction for 2012 for your gifts received on or before December 31st.  You may contribute directly to UCSD GI by visiting our page at 
http://www.gastro.ucsd.edu and clicking the :”Make Your Donation Now” button. 

Option 2 – A gift of appreciated securities also offers an attractive opportunity to support the Division of Gastroenterology.  By contributing appreci-
ated securities that you have held longer than 12 months, you will receive a charitable income tax deduction, in most cases for their full fair market 
value, and avoid any capital gains tax liability.  It is important to remember that your securities must be transferred to the U.C. San Diego Foundation 
by December 31st for the 2012 tax year.    

 


